

30-Hour Free Childcare Provision and Optional Extended Care

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am writing to update you on our new 30‑hour childcare provision, following the latest Department for Education guidance effective April 2025. This guidance makes it clear that families must not be charged for any part of the funded entitlement, including lunchtime supervision.
Free Core Hours (No Extra Cost)
We now offer funded provision every school day from 8:40 am to 3:25 pm, with the exception of Fridays, when the free entitlement ends at 11:40 am. During these core hours, all supervision, including at lunchtime, is covered by the entitlement — there are no additional charges.
Lunchtime Arrangements
During the school day, your child may:
- Order a school lunch through Dolce, our school meal provider (£3.16)
- Bring a packed lunch from home

Please continue to order school lunches in the usual way via the Dolce system, or ensure your child brings a named lunchbox if they prefer a packed lunch. This applies to all days, including Fridays, for those staying for the optional extended care.
Optional Extended Care on Fridays
If you would like your child to stay at school on Fridays beyond the funded session (11:40 am), you can opt to pay for an additional 3 hours and 45 minutes, ending at 3:25 pm.

Hourly rate: £5.88
Total cost: £22 per Friday

This is a voluntary extension and is charged fairly in line with government guidance.

Friday sessions will be bookable and payable through School Gateway. This gives parents/carers flexibility if ever they do not need a Friday afternoon. Booking for Friday must be made by midnight Wednesday or a late booking fee may be incurred. 
Please Confirm Your Preferred Friday Option
To support our planning and staffing, please complete the form below:
	Child’s Name
	My Preferred Friday Finish Time
	          Any Comments

	
	☐ 11:40 am – free entitlement

☐ 3:25 pm – paid extended care (£22)

	


Summary
· Free hours: Monday–Thursday 8:40–3:25; Friday 8:40–11:40
· Optional paid care: Friday 11:40–3:25 (£22)
· No extra charges for supervision or lunch during funded hours
· Lunch: Order via Dolce (£3.16) or bring a packed lunch
· Payments: Friday sessions via School Gateway; you may also use Tax‑Free Childcare or existing employer vouchers

If you have any questions about eligibility, lunch arrangements, School Gateway, or childcare payment schemes, please contact the school office. 
We do not charge for nappies or wipes but expect these to be provided if a child has additional toileting needs.
Trips or activities provided by external providers will incur charges and will be communicated to parents prior to the events. Each visit or activity will be priced on an individual basis, and there is no financial benefit to the school. Westmoor Primary School asks Parents/Carers for a voluntary contribution.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,

Sharon Trundley
Head Teacher

