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Classes of 
knowledge 

The music curriculum content is classified into three different types of knowledge; 

 Tacit- knowledge gained through experience 

 Procedural- knowledge exercised in the performance of a task 

 Declarative- facts or information stored in the memory 
 

Pillars of 
progression 

The music curriculum is taught progressively through three interrelated pillars: 
 • Technical  
* Competence in controlling sound (instrumental, vocal or with music technology)  
* Use of a communication system, such as staff notation or guitar tab  
• Constructive  
* Knowledge of the musical elements/interrelated dimensions of music  
* Knowledge of the components of composition  
• Expressive  
*Musical quality  
*Musical creativity  
*Knowledge of musical meanings across the world and time 

 
Continuous 

learning  

 

The pillars of music are developed through the curriculum which progressively builds pupils’ 
knowledge and skills of the following key concepts:  
• Singing  
• Listening  
• Composing  
• Performing  
• Musicianship 



Music Curriculum Map 

Cycle A 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 
1 

Summer 
2 

Nursery  Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 
 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Reception First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

     Years 
 1&2 

 
Teaching 

resources- 
Charanga 
Sing Up 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Pulse, 
rhythm and 
pitch  
(Yr2 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Oats and 
Beans and 
Barley grow 
In the 
autumn 
  

 

New Model 
Music 
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Dance sing 
and play  
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
The King is 
in the castle 
Football  
 
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs. 
 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Inventing a 
Musical 
Story 
(Yr 2 Unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Who stole 
my chickens 
and my hens 
Just like me 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Learning to 
listen  
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Acka Baka 
Come dance 
with me 
  
 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Exploring 
improvisatio
n 
(Yr 2 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Menu song  
The animals 
went in two 
by two 
  

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Let’s 
perform 
together) 
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Mr Double 
Trouble 
 As I was 
walking 
down the 
street 
  

Years 
 3&4 

 
Teaching 

resources- 
Charanga 
Sing Up 

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s  
Recorder 
Course 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
Ive been to 
Harlem 
Mexican 
wave 
  

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s 
Recorder 
Course 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
Make that 
sound 
Tell me a 
story  
shining star 
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs. 
  

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s  
Recorder 
Course 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
My dog 
Step back 
baby 
  

 

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s 
Recorder 
Course 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
Chilled out 
clap rap 
The Bare 
Necessities 
  
 

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s 
Recorder 
Course 

 

Singing 
strategy: 
Sunshine in 
my heart 
Senwa 
dedende  
  

Recorder 
Jane  

Sebba’s 
Recorder 
Course 

 

Singing 
strategy: 
Four white 
horses 
Barbeque 
Blues 
  

 



Years  
5&6 

 
Teaching 
resource- 
Sing Up 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele Unit-  

Sing Up  
Fly with the 

stars 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Dem Bones 
Poverty Rock 
  

 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele Unit-  

Sing Up  
Fly with the 

stars 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Keep the 
home fires 
burning 
Winter 
wonderland 
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele Unit-  

Sing Up 
 The doot 
doot song 

 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Mama don't 
allow 
Mudina tun 
nabi 
  

 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele Unit-  

Sing Up  
The doot 
doot song 

 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Firework 
Three little 
birds 
  

 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele 

Unit-  
Sing Up 

Favourite 
song 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
A keelie 
Baloo 
Baleerie 
  

 

Ukuleles  
Ukulele 

Unit-  
Sing Up 

Favourite 
song 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
Kis nay 
banaayaa 
Life is a 
highway 
  

 

 

  



Music Curriculum Map 

Cycle B 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 
1 

Summer 
2 

Nursery  Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 
 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Nursery 
rhymes, 
general 
learning 
songs, 
songs 
related to 
theme of 
term 

Reception First Thing 
Music 
 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

First Thing 
Music 

Years 
 1&2 

 
Teaching 

resources- 
Charanga 
Sing Up 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
My musical 
heartbeat 
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Tony 
Chestnut 
Cauliflowers 
Fluffy 
 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Playing in an 
orchestra  
(Yr 2 unit) 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Creepy 
Castle 
Kye Kye Kule 
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs. 
 
  

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Exploring 
sounds  
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
The  
friendly 
robot 
 Grandma 
rap 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Recognise 
different 
sounds 
(Yr 2 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Here comes 
Sally 
Eh Memarie 
  

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Having fun 
with 
improvisation 
(Yr 1 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Jump Jim 
Joe 
 Minibeasts 
 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Our Big 
Concert  
(Yr 2 unit)  
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Tancyzymy 
labada,  
The rockpool 
rock 
  

Years 
 3&4 

 
Teaching 

resources- 
Charanga 
Sing Up 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Writing down 
music  
(Yr 3 unit) 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
This little 
light of mine 
Juba 
  

 

New Model 
Music 
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Exploring 
feelings 
when you 
play  
(Yr 4 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Plynie Statek 
A young 
Austrian 
Christmas 
performance 
songs. 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Compose 
using your 
imagination 
(Yr 3 unit) 

 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
The  
giant’s 
garden 
My  
fantasy 
football 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Feelings 
through 
Music 
 (Yr 4 unit) 

 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Be Cool 
Janie Mama 
  

 

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
Enjoying 
improvisation 
(Yr 3 unit) 

 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
I wish I knew 
(how it would 
feel to be 
free) 
Tongo 
  

New Model 
Music  
Curriculum 
2022 Unit: 
The Show 
Must Go On 
(Yr 4 unit) 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Consider 
yourself 
Baiao de 
ninar 
  
 



 team 
  
 

 

Years  
5&6 

 
Teaching 

resources- 
Sing Up, 
BBC Ten 
Pieces 

BBC Ten 
Pieces- A 
Night on the 
Bare 
Mountain by 
Modest 
Mussorgsky 
 
 
  
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Hey Mr 
Miller 
Oleo 

 

No Place 
Like (BBC 
Ten Pieces) 
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs  
 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Touch the 
sky 
I wish it could 
be Christmas 
everyday 
  
 
 

Sing Up 
Unit- 
Ripples 
(Percussion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Dona nobis 
pacem 
Wonder 
  

Sing Up 
Unit- 
Ripples 
(Percussion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Ain’t gonna 
let nobody 
 Anderson’s 
Coast 
  
  

 

BBC Ten 
Pieces Unit- 
Hans 
Zimmer 
‘Earth’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
We go 
together 
Ame sau 
vala tara bal 
  

 

BBC Ten 
Pieces Unit- 
‘Connect it’ 
by Anna 
Meredith 
(Body 
Percussion) 
 
Y6 Leavers’ 
Show songs 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Shabuya 
We are the 
champions 

 

Years  
5&6 

 
(Alternative 

teaching 
sequence) 

 
Teaching 
resource- 
Charanga 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  

Melody and 
Harmony in 

Music 
(Yr 5 unit) 

 
Singing 
strategy:  
Hey Mr 
Miller 
Oleo 
  
 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  
Developing 
Ensemble 

Skills 
(Yr 6 unit) 

 
Singing 
strategy: 
Touch the 
sky 
I wish it could 
be Christmas 
everyday 
  
 
Christmas 
performance 
songs. 
  

 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  
Composing 
and chords 
(Yr 5 unit) 

 
 
Singing 
strategy: 
Dona nobis 
pacem 
Wonder 
 
 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  

Musical 
Styles 
Connect Us 
(Yr 6 unit) 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Ain’t gonna 
let nobody 
 Anderson’s 
Coast 
  

 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  

Freedom to 
Improvise 
(Yr 5 unit) 

 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
We go 
together 
Ame sau 
vala tara bal 
  
 

 

New Model 
Music 

Curriculum 
2022 Unit:  
Farewell 

Tour 
 (Yr 6 unit) 

 
 
Singing 
strategy:  
Shabuya 
We are the 
champions 
  
  

 

 

 


